The Australian Banana Growers’ Council
PURPOSE: We represent and lead banana growers to ensure a
profitable and resilient industry future.
GOAL: Enabling banana growers to maximise innovation and opportunity.
Our 2030 vision is a banana industry that has grasped opportunities
with courage and confidence.

Join ABGC
The ABGC exclusively represents the interests
of Australian banana growers and our work is
funded by voluntary membership fees. ABGC is
your voice on all banana industry issues crucial
to the sustainability and profitability of growers
and the Australian banana industry. ABGC also
runs banana industry development projects.

Our Members
ABGC is a voluntary incorporated association
with grower and affiliate members.
Grower members pay a membership fee of 3
cents per carton of bananas marketed. Affiliate
members are non-growers who have joined the
ABGC to show their support for, and involvement
with, the banana industry.

The ABGC is always keen to welcome new
members. Contact the ABGC office or the CEO,
Jim Pekin, for a membership application form.

Our Board
ABGC has seven directors representing our
growing regions – five from Queensland, one
from New South Wales and one from Western
Australia/Northern Territory.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Stephen Lowe, Chair (Qld)
Ben Franklin, Deputy Chair (Qld)
Stephen Spear, Treasurer (NSW)
Leon Collins (Qld)
Jade Buchanan (Qld)
Paul Inderbitzin (Qld)
Tom Day (WA)

ABGC Board, from left: Leon Collins, Jade Buchanan, Stephen Spear, Stephen Lowe, Ben Franklin, Paul Inderbitzin (Absent: Tom Day).

ABGC’s Objectives
Strategy & Advocacy

Governance

• Lead the banana industry’s responses to
critical issues and events. This includes the
response to Panama Tropical Race 4 (TR4)
and to its management. This also includes
the response to Banana Freckle, and other
critical issues, such as cyclones.

• ABGC Directors understand the roles,
responsibilities and statutory obligations
associated with Board membership and
good governance procedures.

• Develop and implement strategies to increase
growers’ overall profitability while maintaining
the industry’s environmental credentials.

• ABGC has Board-endorsed, publicly
available documents to guide the policies
and priorities of the ABGC.

• Represent the industry in regard to the
Great Barrier Reef.

• The ABGC Board ensures that staff are
supported and appropriately resourced to
deliver on the ABGC’s Business Plan and
Board’s priorities.

• Work constructively with all stakeholders
to influence policy discussions and create
positive outcomes for the banana industry.

Research, Development & Extension
(RD&E)

• Influence the Commonwealth Government’s
decision making on banana imports.
• Influence Australia’s horticulture industry to
formulate political and tactical responses.

Membership
• Promote the advocacy and strategy work
ABGC does.
• Communicate banana industry issues to
growers and other stakeholders.
• ABGC members will be given every
opportunity to discuss issues of importance
with the Board Directors, CEO and senior staff.

• Consult with members and influence the
Horticulture Innovation (HIA) five-year,
Strategic Investment Plan.
• Work with growers and industry service
providers to prioritise and coordinate the
development and implementation of RD&E
projects for the banana industry.
• The ABGC will work with growers to adopt
best practice on-farm biosecurity to protect
it from TR4 and other exotic pest and
disease incursions.

Marketing

• ABGC members will receive member only
information and services.

• Influence the governance and performance
of HIA’s Banana Marketing Program.

• ABGC will seek to increase
grower membership.

• The ABGC will use all communication
channels to inform growers of HIA’s
Banana Marketing program.

Contact us
Chief Executive Officer: Jim Pekin
ABGC, Unit 3, South Gate East Commercial Centre,
Jim.Pekin@abgc.org.au

Phone: 07 3278 4786
250 Sherwood Road, Rocklea Qld 4106
www.abgc.org.au

